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DECLARATION 

I, Kyoko HIROTA, c/o the Inoue & Associates of 3rd Floor, 
Akasaka Habitation Building, 3-5, Akasaka 1-chome , Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, Japan do solemnly and sincerely declare that I am con- 
versant with the Japanese and English languages and that I 
believe that the description '"average pore diameter" at page 
115, line 12 and page 116, line 15 of the present specifica- 
tion should be amended to --average particLe diameter--. 

This amendment is merely a correction of an inadvertent 
error which occurred at the time of the translation into Eng- 
lish of the original PCT specification. The attached copies 
of revised pages 115 and 116 of the English specification are 
true and correct translations of the corresponding pages of 
the international patent application No. PCT/JP03/08027 . The 
English description "average particle diameter" in the re- 
vised page 115, line 12 and revised page 116, line 15 of the 
English specification is a correct English translation of the 
Japanese description "^J^^fg" at page 74, line 12 and page 
75, line 7 of the original Japanese PCT specification. 

The undersigned petitioner declares that all statements 
made herein of her own knowledge are true and that all state- 
ments made on information and belief are believed to be true; 
and further that these statements were made with the knowl- 
edge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
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punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 




(Date) 




Kyoko HIROTA 
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were caused by the laser irradiation and the organic 
porous spherical particles were unable to maintain the 
porous structure thereof. 

Comparative Example 4 

A printing element was produced in substantially 
the same manner as in Example 1 except that a substan- 
tially nonporous material, namely aluminosilicate 
(trade name: Silton AMT25; manufactured and sold by 
Mizusawa Industrial Chemicals, Ltd.), was used instead 
of inorganic porous material (c) . The substantially 
nonporous material had an average particle diameter of 
2.9 urn, a pore volume of 0.006 ml/g and a specific sur- 
face area of 2.3 m 2 /g, and exhibited an oil absorption 
value of 40 ml/100 g. The specific porosity (which was 
obtained by the above-mentioned method using the den- 
sity (2 g/cm 3 ) of the material) was 2.2. The standard 
deviation of the particle diameter distribution was 
1.5 urn (52 % of the number average particle diameter) . 
When the substantially non-porous microparticles were 
observed under a scanning electron microscope, almost 
all of the particles were regular polygon. 

When a relief pattern was engraved on the obtained 
printing element, a large amount of viscous liquid de- 
bris was generated and the frequency of wiping needed 
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to remove the debris became more than 10 times. Al- 
though the shape of the portions of the relief pattern 
which correspond to the halftone dots was, a cone, the 
tack on the relief printing plate after wiping was as 
high as 350 N/m. Further, the abrasion loss measured 
by Taber abrasion testing was 80 mg. 

Comparative Example 5 

A printing element was produced in substantially 
the same manner as in Example 1 except that a substan- 
tially nonporous material, namely sodium calcium alumi- 
nosilicate (trade name: Silton JC50, manufactured and 
sold by Mizusawa Industrial Chemicals, Ltd. ) , was used 
instead of inorganic porous material (c) . The substan- 
tially nonporous material had. an average particle diame- 
ter of 5.0 urn, a pore volume of 0.02 ml/g, and a spe- 
cific surface area of 6.7 m 2 /q, and exhibited an oil 
absorption value of 45 ml/100 g. The specific porosity 
(obtained by the above-mentioned method using the den- 
sity (2 g/cm 3 ) of the material) was 11. The standard 
deviation of the particle diameter distribution was 2.3. 
|am (46 % of the number average particle diameter) . When 
the substantially non-porous microparticles were ob- 
served under a scanning electron microscope, more than 
90 % of the particles had a sphericity of 0.9 or more. 
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